Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 3, 2026

FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60

Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into
heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus stand-
ing at the right hand of God. **“Look,” he said, “I
see the heavens opened and the Son of Man stand-
ing at the right hand of God!” ¥But they covered
their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed togeth-
er against him. "®*Then they dragged him out of
the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses
laid their coats at the feet of a young man named
Saul. **While they were stoning Stephen, he
prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ®“Then he
knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord,
do not hold this sin against them.” When he had
said this, he died.

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10
Like newbofn infants, long for the pure, spiritual
milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation—?if
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
*Come to him, a living stone, though rejected
by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight,
and ®like living stones let yourselves be built into
a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ. °For it stands in scripture:
“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to
shame.”
"This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for
those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner,”
8and
“A stone that makes them stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as
they were destined to do.
“Butyou are a chosen people, a royal priesthood,

a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you
may proclaim the excellence of him who called
you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
Once you were not a people,
but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

GOSPEL: John 14:1-14

[Jesus said to the disciples:]“Do not let your hearts
be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In
my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.
If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you? ?And if I go and prepare
a place for you, I will come again and will take you
to myself, so that where I am, there you may be
also. *And you know the way to the place where
I am going.” *Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do
not know where you are going. How can we know
the way?” ®Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father ex-
cept through me. If you know me, you will know
my Father also. From now on you do know him and
have seen him.”

#Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father,
and we will be satisfied.” *Jesus said to him,
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and
you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us
the Father’? '’Do you not believe that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me? The words that
I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. ""Believe
me that I am in the Father and the Father is in
me, but if you do not, then believe because of the
works themselves. ?Very truly, I tell you, the one
who believes in me will also do the works that I
do and, in fact, will do greater works than these,
because I am going to the Father. *I will do what-
ever you ask in my name, so that the Father may
be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask
me for anything, I will do it.”

Next Sunday’s Readings: Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:8-20; 1 Peter 3:13-22; John 14:15-21.
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PO Box 415 34606 E.2450N.Rd. Colfax, IL 61728
(309)723-5091 immanuelcolfax@hotmail.com

Pastor Michael Jones 309-357-3864 mikechrisl@gmail.com
Council President: Eli Petersen  815-848-2155 ejpetersen4@gmail.com
Church Secretary: Cindy Wilson 309-825-4099  ckwilson1983@gmail.com

Our mission is to invite people to know Jesus Christ so that we may all share God’s love.

Welcome to Worship at Immanuel - Greetings and welcome to all! Families and
friends, visitors from far and near are all welcomed in the name of Christ. Let us
join with hearts and hands, bodies and spirits in worshiping the Creator of us all -
with rejoicing!

Prayer before Worship: Heavenly Father, help us to remember that we belong
to you. Touch us, heal us, bless us. Walk with us daily that we may have the
courage and faith to meet all life’s challenges. Amen.

Prayer Requests: We welcome requests of prayers for our members, friends and
families throughout our communities and beyond. Anyone is welcome to leave a
note on the desk in the office or contact the pastor. There is also a prayer box
with cards to use on the table under the mailboxes for prayer requests.

Offering envelopes are located and available on the table in the entry.
Please designate how you would like to have your offering used if for anything
other than general funds.

The Lord’s Supper, the Eucharist, or Holy Communion is a means of God’s grace
whereby the real presence of Christ is offered {on the 1% Sunday of the month).
If you would rather receive a blessing instead of Holy Communion, please come

forward and cross your arms to your shoulders as indication of wanting a blessing.

All are welcome at the Lord'’s tqble.

We have Children’s Bulletins for those who wish to enhance the worship experience for
the kids. They can be found each week on the table with the regular Sunday Bulletins.

Newsletter, bulletin, and member information or changes may be sent to
ckwilson1983@gmail.com or immanuelcolfax@hotmail.com

This Week at Tmmanuel

9:00 am - Worship ~ 10:00 am - Sunday School

Sunday, May 3, 2026

WORSHIP LEADER: PASTOR MICHAEL JONES
Lay Reader: Dee Winterland

Greeters: Terry & Kay Bose
Ushers/Acolytes: Phil & Acer Kratochvil

Sunday, May 10, 2026

WORSHIP LEADER: PASTOR MICHAEL JONES

Lay Reader: Amy Winterland
Greeters: Harlan Brucker, Sherri Ganske

Ushers/Acolytes: Elton & Spring Mau

Communion: Dennis Griepentrog, Jerry Kukuck Communion: na

Organist: Kimberly Petersen Organist: Cindy Wilson

Please include the following people in our prayers:
Lois Barker, Cheryl Poppe, Jeannie Weber, Bob & Nancy Lasser, Cindy Harris,
Rebecca Casson, Kris Barnett, Betty Petersen, Florence Schultz (Cindy Wilson’s mom)

Announcements
Thank you to everyone who donated items for Lutheran World Relief Health Kits.

Quilters — we will be assembling and tying quilts on Tuesdays, May 12" and 19*"
from 1:00 — 3:30 pm. Anyone who would like to learn more about quilts and the
good work we do is welcome to come.

The congregation is invited to celebrate with Alec Harper in honor of his High
School Graduation with an Open House at the residence of Andrew and Stephanie
Harper: 35931 E 2100 N Rd, Colfax on Sunday May 17th from 4-8 PM.

If you or a family member is graduating from High school or beyond this spring, we
invite you to share the good news with the congregation so that we may
acknowledge their accomplishments.




The Fifth &ﬂw/@ of Easter

May 3, 2026

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’
promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our
baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we
are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In
words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way; our truth, our life.

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Gﬂfﬁeﬁnj ~ The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Please stand as you are able

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the worship leader begins -

P

C
P
c
P

i

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!

: Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation:
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that
nourish us. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our
journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down
barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.

: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us
a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

: Amen.




The Congregation may be seated.
GATHERING SONG That Easter Day with Joy was Bright ELW 384

GREETING Please stand as you are able
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE This Is The Feast ELW page 140
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Al-le -lu - ja, al-le-lu-ia, al -le - lu - Ia.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the
life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his

commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

The Congregation may be seated.
7’(/01/'&/ ~ God speaks to us in scripturé reading, preaching, and song.

READING Acts 7:55-60 back of bulletin

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles
could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however.
For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith.

After the reading ... L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

In you, O Lord, have | taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;

deliver me in your righteousness.
Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and

my stronghold; for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are
my tower of strength.

Into your hands | commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O Lord,

God of truth.
My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
and from those who persecute me.

Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.

READING 1 Peter 2:2-10 back of bulletin

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We
are God'’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of
God we experience through Jesus Christ.

After the reading . .. L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (sung) ELW, page 142
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GOSPEL READING John 14:1-14 back of bulletin

The Gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to John ... C: Glory to you, O Lord.

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the
one through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.




The Congregation may be seated.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON Pastor Michael Jones
HYMN OF DAY You Are the Way ELW 758

CREED  Please stand as you are able
P: We confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed,

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.
After each petition: P: Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

C: Amen.
The Congregation may be seated.

Mea/ ™ God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

WE GATHER OUR OFFERINGS

*OFFERING SONG Please stand as you are able ELW 182
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*OFFERING PRAYER
P: Let us pray... Merciful God,
C: accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table
before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may

follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.

P: Let us share that peace with one another.
The congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

C: And also with you.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself
to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought
us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses
of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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comes in  the namec of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - estL

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the
earth. We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the
flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending
your Son to be our Redeemer.
We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the
hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave his life for others.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,
we await your promised life for all this dying world.

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms from
death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness
of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.
Congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
All are invited to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s table. The inner circle of cups
contain grape juice, the rest are wine. Please follow the directions of the ushers.
If you would rather receive a blessing instead of Holy Communion, please come
forward and cross your arms to your shoulders as indication of wanting a blessing
today. All are welcome at the Lord's table.

COMMUNION HYMNS Lamb of God ELW page 146
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Just as | Am, without One Plea ELW 592
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling ELW 631

After all have returned to their places, please stand as you are able.
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.  C: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Let us pray... Holy One,
C: through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our
enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

\Sqemﬁ@ ~ God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of

the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 't bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

HYMN Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee ELW 836

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
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