Sunday, August 16, 2026

FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
Thus says the LORD:

Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come

and my deliverance be revealed.

®And the foreigners who join themselves
to the LORD,
to minister to him, to love the name
of the LORD,
and to be his servants,
all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it
and hold fast my covenant—
"these I will bring to my holy mountain
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar,
for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all pedples.
8Thus says the Lord Gop,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel:
I'will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.

Psalm 67

SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
[Paul writes:] I ask, then, has God rejected his
people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe
of Benjamin. #*God has not rejected his people
whom he foreknew.

®For the gifts and the calling of God are ir-
revocable. *Just as you were once disobedient
to God but have now received mercy because of
their disobedience, ?'so also they have now been
disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to
you, they also may now receive mercy. **For God
has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he
may be merciful to all.

12th Sunday after Pentecost

GOSPEL: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28
[*°[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to
them, “Listen and understand: it is not what
goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but
it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.”
Then the disciples approached and said to
him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took of-
fense when they heard what you said?” '*He an-
swered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father
has not planted will be uprooted. *Let them
alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And
if one blind person guides another, both will
fall into a pit.” *But Peter said to him, “Explain
this parable to us.” ®Then he said, “Are you
also still without understanding? "Do you not
see that whatever goes into the mouth enters
the stomach and goes out into the sewer? *But
what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the
heart, and this is what defiles. *For out of the
heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery,
sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander.
These are what defile a person, but to eat with
unwashed hands does not defile.”]

Hesus left that place and went away to the dis-
trict of Tyre and Sidon. #*Just then a Canaanite
woman from that region came out and started
shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of
David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.”
#But he did not answer her at all. And his dis-
ciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her
away, for she keeps shouting after us.” **He an-
swered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” ®But she came and knelt before
him, saying, “Lord, help me.” *He answered, “It
is not fair to take the children’s food and throw
it to the dogs.” ?’She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even
the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their mas-
ters’ table.” ®Then Jesus answered her, “Woman,
great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you
wish.” And her daughter was healed from that
moment.

Next Sunday's Readings: Isaiah 51:1-6; Psalm 138; Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20.
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Immanuel Lutheran Church

PO Box 415 34606 E. 2450 N.Rd. Colfax, [L 61728
(309)723-5091 immanuelcolfax@hotmail.com

Pastor Michael Jones  309-357-3864 mikechrisl@gmail.com
Council President: Eli Petersen  815-848-2155 ejpetersen4@gmail.com
Church Secretary: Cindy Wilson 309-825-4099  ckwilson1983@gmail.com

Our mission is to invite people to know Jesus Christ so that we may all share God'’s love.

Welcome to Worship at Immanuel - Greetings and welcome to all! Families and
friends, visitors from far and near are all welcomed in the name of Christ. Let us
join with hearts and hands, bodies and spirits in worshiping the Creator of us all -
with rejoicing!

Prayer before Worship: Heavenly Father, help us to remember that we belong
to you. Touch us, heal us, bless us. Walk with us daily that we may have the
courage and faith to meet all life’s challenges. Amen.

Prayer Requests: We welcome requests of prayers for our members, friends and
families throughout our communities and beyond. Anyone is welcome to leave a
note on the desk in the office or contact the pastor. There is also a prayer box
with cards to use on the table under the mailboxes for prayer requests.

Offering envelopes are located and available on the table in the entry.
Please designate how you would like to have your offering used if for anything
other than general funds.

The Lord’s Supper, the Eucharist, or Holy Communion is a means of God'’s grace
whereby the real presence of Christ is offered (on the 1 Sunday of the month).

If you would rather receive a blessing instead of Holy Communion, please come
forward and cross your arms to your shoulders as indication of wanting a blessing.
All are welcome at the Lord's table.

We have Children’s Bulletins for those who wish to enhance the worship experience for
the kids. They can be found each week on the table with the regular Sunday Bulletins.

Newsletter, bulletin, and member information or changes may be sent to
ckwilson1983 @gmail.com or immanuelcolfax@hotmail.com

This Week at mmanuel — g:00 am - Worship  10:00 am - Fellowship

Sunday, August 16, 2026 Sunday, August 23, 2026

WORSHIP LEADER: PASTOR MICHAEL JONES WORSHIP LEADER: PASTOR MICHAEL JONES

Lay Reader: Suzie Kukuck Lay Reader: Elton Mau

Greeters: Kent & Rebecca Casson Greeters: Norman & Karen Harms
Ushers/Acolytes: Kasen Casson, Alec Harper Ushers/Acolytes: Phil & Angie Kratochvil
Communion: na Communion: na

Organist: Kimberly Petersen Organist: Cindy Wilson

Please include the following people in our prayers:
Lois Barker, Cheryl Poppe, Jeannie Weber, Bob & Nancy Lasser, Cindy Harris,
Rebecca Casson, Kris Barnett

Announcements

We have so many people to thank for their time and talents over the past few weeks:
Thank you to everyone who contributed clothing and other items to the Ridgeview School.
After the registration day give-away, the leftover items were also available at the Good Ole’
Days vendor area, along with many items from the Ridgeview lost and found closets. Many
families were grateful for the opportunity to find a few extra items for their home closets.
Thank you to the parade organizers and participants!

Thank you to Pastor Michael and those who contributed to our worship in Colfax
last week. We had roughly 100 souls joining us for the service and lunch.

We also thank our cooks, servers and helpers for the great food and fellowship.

It's back-to-school time! We are trying to fill 20 schoo! kits for Lutheran World Relief
this fall. Items needed include spiral notebooks (70-80 sheets each, college or wide
ruled), 30 cm rulers (inches on one side is good too!), handheld pencil sharpeners,
unsharpened pencils, blue or black pens, and crayon boxes (16 or 24 crayons each).
Please bring items to church by August 16th for kits to be completed. If you have any
questions, reach out to Angie Kratochvil. Thank you!

LWR Quilting - We will be knotting quilts on Tuesdays, August 18" & 25 from 1-3:30 p.m.
Newcomers are welcome to enjoy some conversation and help others in need at the same
time! Questions, see Dee Winterland.




Holy Communion Preference Survey

Please take a minute to mark your preference for how often and where
Immanuel would share Holy Communion. This is not a vote, but rather a
request for congregation opinion.

We currently offer Holy Communion on the 1%t Sunday of each month, either
at the Communion rail or in a standing, continuous fashion. Additional
comments or thoughts may be shared at the bottom or back of the page.
A box for this completed survey can be found at the back of the church.

I would prefer to be offered Holy Communion
times per month.

Please circle which Sundays you would prefer to
receive Holy Communion:

1st 2nd  3rd  gth  gth
and/or church festival days

I would prefer to receive Holy
Communion kneeling (or standing) at the rail.

I would prefer to receive Holy
Communion in standing, continuous manner.

My thoughts or comments:

12 \S’Mm/ay after Pentecost
August 16, 2026

In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God
will gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an
outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus
commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its mission to those on the
margins of society? In our gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be
signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need.

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Gafﬁem'ry ~ The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  Please stand as you are able
All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the worship leader begins -

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,”;* one God, whose compassion endures forever.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Compassionate God,

C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and
Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

C: Amen.
The congregation may be seated

GATHERING SONG Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing ELW 886

GREETING Please stand as you are able
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  C: And also with you.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE Glory to God ELW page 139
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who
call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with
compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen. The congregation may be seated

Word ~ God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

READING Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 back of bulletin

The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save.
Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race,
nationality, or any other category.

After the reading ... L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 67

May; God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine upon us.

Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with

equity and guide all the nations on earth.
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has blessed us.
May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.

READING Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 back of bulletin

God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that,
while all have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all.

After the reading . . . L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW, page 142
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GOSPEL READING Matthew 15:10-28 back of bulletin

The Gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew ... C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward
religious observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman
considered to be a religious outsider approaches him for help.

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may be seated
CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON Pastor Michael Jones

HYMN OF DAY My Faith Looks Up to Thee ELW 759

Please stand as you are able
*APOSTLE’S CREED ELW page 104

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and was born of the virgin

Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.
6




The congregation may be seated
WE GATHER OUR OFFERINGS

OFFERING SONG Please stand as you are able ELW 186

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me,
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.

OFFERING PRAYER

P: Let us pray... Loving God,
C: we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share

freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.
After each petition: P: Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
P: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask
in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Semﬁry ~ God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, " one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and

always. C: Amen.

HYMN Jesus Shall Reign ELW 434

DISMISSAL
P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE 7




