Sunday, August 17, 2025

10th Sunday after Pentecost

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:23-29

Am I a God near by, says the I.orp, and not a God
far off? #*Who can hide in secret places so that I
cannot see them? says the LOrD. Do I not fill heav-
en and earth? says the LOrD. *I have heard what
the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my
name, saying, “I have dreamed, I have dreamed!”
%How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever
turn back—those who prophesy lies, and who
prophesy the deceit of their own heart? #’ They
plan to make my people forget my name by their
dreams that they tell one another, just as their an-
cestors forgot my name for Baal. ®Let the proph-
et who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one
who has my word speak my word faithfully. What
has straw in common with wheat? says the LORD.
»Is not my word like fire, says the LorDp, and like
a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

Psalm 82

SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:29—12:2
By faith the people passed through the Red Sea
as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians at-
tempted to do so they were drowned. *By faith the
walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled
for seven days. *'By faith Rahab the prostitute did
not perish with those who were disobedient, be-
cause she had received the spies in peace.

#And what more should I say? For time
would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson,
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the proph-
ets—**who through faith conquered kingdoms,
administered justice, obtained promises, shut the
mouths of lions, **quenched raging fire, escaped
the edge of the sword, won strength out of weak-
ness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies
to flight. **Women received their dead by resur-
rection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept
release, in order to obtain a better resurrection.
*QOthers suffered mocking and flogging, and even
chains and imprisonment. * They were stoned to
death, they were sawn in two, they were killed

by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep
and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented—
#of whom the world was not worthy. They wan-
dered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and
holes in the ground.

¥Yet all these, though they were commended
for their faith, did not receive what was promised,
*since God had provided something better so that
they would not, apart from us, be made perfect.

Z1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and
let us run with perseverance the race that is set
before us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer and per-
fecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that
was set before him endured the cross, disregard-
ing its shame, and has taken his seat at the right
hand of the throne of God.

GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-56
[Jesus said:] “I came to bring fire to the earth, and
how I wish it were already kindled! 5°I have a bap-
tism with which to be baptized, and what stress
I am under until it is completed! Do you think
that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No,
I tell you, but rather division! **From now on five
in one household will be divided, three against
two and two against three; **they will be divided:
father against son
and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”
%"He also said to the crowds, “When you see a
cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, ‘It is
going to rain’; and so it happens. **And when you
see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘“There will
be scorching heat’; and it happens. **You hypo-
crites! You know how to interpret the appearance
of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to
interpret the present timer”

Next Sunday’'s Readings: Isaiah 58:9b-14; Psalm 103:1-8; Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17.
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34606 E. 2450 N. Rd., Colfax, IL
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Interim Pastor — Pastor Nathan Feig
217-637-9606 feig777@yahoo.com

Council President: Eli Petersen  815-848-2155 ejpetersend@gmail.com
Church Secretary: Cindy Wilson 309-825-4099  ckwilson1983@gmail.com

Our mission is to invite people to know Jesus Christ so that we may all share God’s love.

Welcome to Worship at Immanuel - We are delighted to have everyone
worshiping with us today. We invite you to sign a communion card, if you would
please, so that we might have a registry of those sharing Holy Communion with us.

Prayer before Worship: Dear Lord, place your hand on my shoulder, your words in
my mouth, and guide my steps to follow you. Amen.

Prayer Requests: We welcome requests of prayers for our members, friends and
families throughout our communities and beyond. Anyone is welcome to leave a
note on the desk in the office or contact the pastor.

Offering envelopes are located and available on the table in the entry.
Please designate how you would like to have your offering used if for anything
other than general funds.

The Lord’s Supper, (offered on the 1%t and 3" Sundays of the month) the Eucharist, or
Holy Communion is a means of God’s grace whereby the real presence of Christ is
offered. If you would rather receive a blessing instead of Holy Communion, please
come forward and cross your arms to your shoulders as indication of needing a
blessing today. All are welcome at the Lord's table.

We have Children’s Bulletins for those who wish to enhance the worship experience for

the kids. They can be found each week on the table with the regular Sunday Bulletins.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Newsletter, bulletin, and member information or changes may be sent to
ckwilson1983@gmail.com or immanuelcolfax@hotmail.com

This Week at lmmanuel  10:30 am - Worship

Sunday, August 17, 2025 Sunday, August 24, 2025

WORSHIP LEADERS: PASTOR NATHAN FEIG WORSHIP LEADERS: PASTOR NATHAN FEIG
Lay Reader: Betty Powell Lay Reader: Briana Ray

Greeters: Norman & Karen Harms Greeters: Dan & Tracy Harms
Ushers/Acolytes: Eli & Katelyn Petersen Ushers/Acolytes: Alec Harper, Ty Harms
Communion: Angie Kratochvil, Rebecca Casson Communion: na

Organist: Cindy Wilson Organist: Kimberly Petersen

Please include the following people in our prayers:
Lois Barker, Gary Kessinger, Cheryl Poppe, Jeannie Weber, Bob & Nancy Lasser, Judy Logan,
Kevin and Chad Allen (family members of Von Becker), Cindy Harris, and Rebecca Casson
We include prayers for the family and friends of Bob Logan (Von Becker’s father).

[Please share known updates for any changes to this list.]

From the Prayer request box-
Bryan Diemer is recovering from a farm accident in early July. Louise is asking for healing and
wisdom and expertise for his doctors.

Sharon Hardesty is asking for prayers for her son Neil who just lost his wife in a car accident.
Neil also has heart issues. Prayers are requested also for her friends, the Merrill's who have
back problems, A-fib and shoulder problems after surgery.

Announcements

BREAKING NEWS — PLEASE NOTE — SUNDAY, AUGUST 31 WE WILL RETURN TO OUR FORMER
WORSHIP TIME OF 9:00 am.

God's Work - Our Hands was previously scheduled for September 7', will now take place on
Sunday, August 31%. Please look for additional announcements to be coming soon.

Please join us next Sunday, August 24 as we celebrate the time that we have shared with
Pastor Nathan and bid him farewell and God’s blessings in his new call. We know that it is
God'’s plan for our lives to meet new people, work together, share our goals and dreams, and
even our sorrows. We pray that the time Pastor Nathan has spent with us has made each of us
feel blessed, loved, and filled with the Holy Spirit.

LWR Quilts - We will be knotting quilts on Tuesday, August 19 from 12:30-3 pm.

If you can thread a needle and tie a knot, we could use your help! Also, there is a box in the parish
hall of pre-cut packages of quilt squares that can be sewn into quilt tops. Please use 1/2” seam, a
tight/short stitch, and do not make a cross pattern. Questions, see Dee Winterland.




Tenth \S’unﬂ/ay after Pentecost

August 17, 2025

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites
our undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great
“cloud of witnesses.” In the word and in holy communion we are invited yet again to
look to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Gﬂfﬁeﬁr\;g
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as you are able.
All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the worship leader begins -

P- In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,

C: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own
way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the
abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and
generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive
us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of
life. Amen.

P: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God'’s children through faith. In the cross
of & Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.

C: Amen. Congregation may be seated.
GATHERING SONG O Christ Our Hope ELW 604
*GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. ~ C: And also with you.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you

call us to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all
victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and prophets, to
look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior

and Lord.
C: Amen. Congregation may be seated.
Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
READING Jeremiah 23:23-29 back of bulletin

Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God’s judgment, he suffers
rejection. Today’s reading distinguishes between the true prophet, like Jeremiah, who
speaks God'’s word, and the false prophet who misleads the people through dreams. One is
like wheat; the other like worthless straw.

After the reading . .. L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 82
God stands to charge the divine council assembled, giving judgment
in the midst of the gods:

“How long will you judge unjustly, and show favor to the wicked?
Save the weak and the orphan; defend the humble and needy;

Rescue the weak and the poor; deliver them from the power of the wicked.
They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about in darkness;
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

Now [ say to you, ‘You are gods, and all of you children of the Most High;
Nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, and fall like any prince.”

Arise, O God, and rule the earth, for you shall take all nations for your own.

READING Hebrews 11:29 —12:2 back of bulletin
The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a long list of biblical
heroes, we find examples of trust in God that enabled them to face the trials of life
faithfully. In addition to this “cloud of witnesses,” we have Jesus, the perfect model of

faithful endurance.

After the reading . . . L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

2

Please stand for the reading of the Gospel

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION WOV, page 29
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GOSPEL READING Luke 12:49-56 back of bulletin

The Gospel is announced:
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke ...

Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of obedience
to God'’s call. The way of the cross often leads followers to encounter hostility and

rejection, even from those they love.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Congregation may be seated.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

HOMILY Pastor Nathan Feig

HYMN OF THE DAY As Saints of Old ELW 695
*APOSTLES’ CREED please stand as you are able
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and was born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
6




*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is

near.
After each petition: P:Hearus, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
P: Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one
who always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion.
C: Amen. Congregation may be seated.

WE GATHER OUR OFFERINGS

*OFFERING SONG  Please stand as you are able WOV page 35
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*OFFERING PRAYER
P: Let us pray... Creator God,
C: in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we
may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always. C: And also with you.
P: Let us share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
7

* COMMUNION LITANY
P: The Lord be with you. (spoken) C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself
to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought
us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses
of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their

unending hymn: WOV page 36
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great
love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and
suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened
his arms to all.




In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his
coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

Congregation may be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
All are invited to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s table. The inner circle of cups

contain grape juice, the rest are wine. Please follow the directions of the ushers.
If you would rather receive a blessing instead of Holy Communion, please come
forward and cross your arms to your shoulders as indication of needing a blessing
today. All are welcome at the Lord’s table.

COMMUNION HYMNS Lamb of God WOV page 39
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HYMN What Feast of Love ELW 487

After all have returned to their places, please stand as you are able.
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace. =~ C: Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Let us pray... Mothering God,
C: you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us
out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love
in Jesus’ name. Amen.

* BLESSING
P: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your

hearts; and the life of the Spirit * bless you and give you peace. C: Amen.
* HYMN The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve ELW 551

*DISMISSAL
P: Goin peace. Live by the Spirit. C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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