First Sunday in Lent

February 22, 2026

FIRST READING: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7

The Lorp God took the man and put him in the
garden of Eden to till it and keep it. '®And the
Lorp God commanded the man, “You may freely
eat of every tree of the garden, "but of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat,
for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”

*Now the serpent was more crafty than any other
wild animal that the LorD God had made. He said
to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat
from any tree in the garden’?” *The woman said to
the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees
in the garden, *but God said, ‘You shall not eat of
the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the
garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.””
“‘But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not
die, *for God knows that when you eat of it your
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” °So when the woman saw
that the tree was good for food and that it was a
delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be de-
sired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate,
and she also gave some to her husband, who was
with her, and he ate. "Then the eyes of both were
opened, and they knew that they were naked, and
they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths
for themselves.

Psalm 32

SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19

Just as sin came into the world through one man,
and death came through sin, and so death spread
to all because all have sinned—"?for sin was indeed
in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned
when there is no law. *Yet death reigned from
Adam to Moses, even over those who did not sin in
the likeness of Adam, who is a pattern of the one
who was to come.

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For
if the many died through the one man’s trespass,
much more surely have the grace of God and the
gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ,
abounded for the many. '°And the gift is not like

the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment
following one trespass brought condemnation, but
the gift following many trespasses brings justifica-
tion. ""If, because of the one man’s trespass, death
reigned through that one, much more surely will
those who receive the abundance of grace and the
gift of righteousness reign in life through the one
man, Jesus Christ.

8Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to con-
demnation for all, so one man’s act of righteous-
ness leads to justification and life for all. "“For just
as through the one man’s disobedience the many
were made sinners, so through the one man’s obe-
dience the many will be made righteous.

GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness
to be tested by the devil. ’He fasted forty days and
forty nights, and afterward he was famished.*The
tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son
of God, command these stones to become loaves
of bread.” *But he answered, “It is written,

‘One does not live by bread alone,

but by every word that comes from the
mouth of God.””

*Then the devil took him to the holy city and
placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6saying
to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself
down, for it is written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’

and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,

so that you will not dash your foot against a

stone.””
7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put
the Lord your God to the test.”” ,
8Again, the devil took him to a very high moun-
tain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world
and their glory, and he said to him, “All these I
will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.”
""Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan!
for it is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.””
""Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels
came and waited on him.

Next Sunday's Readings: Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121; Romans 4:1-5, 13-17; John 3:1-17.

Caover: Fresco of the templation of Jesus, (19th century), Altlerchenfelder Kirche, Vienna, Austria. Photo by jozef sedmak. Copyright © Alamy Stock Photo. Used by permission.

Readings from the New Revised Slandard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America, Used by permission. All righls reserved
worldwide, Revised Common Lectionary copyright © 1992 by the Consultation on Common Texts (CCT), admin, Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved. Used by permission. Please visit our websile at

www.augsburgforiress.org.
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Immanuel Lutheran Church

34606 E. 2450 N. Rd., Colfax, IL
(309)723-5091
immanuelcolfax@hotmail.com

Council President: Eli Petersen  815-848-2155 ejpetersen4d@gmail.com
Church Secretary: Cindy Wilson 309-825-4099  ckwilson1983@gmail.com

Our mission is to invite people to know Jesus Christ so that we may all share God’s love.

Welcome to Worship at Immanuel - We’re so glad you’re here! There are many
good reasons to come to church, but the best one is to worship and thank God for
His amazing love — shown through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
That’s what our church is all about.

Prayer before Worship: Lord, remind us that every new beginning starts with
your grace. Renew our faith, restore our peace, and help us live as your people of
light and hope. Amen.

Prayer Requests: We welcome requests of prayers for our members, friends and
families throughout our communities and beyond. Anyone is welcome to leave a
note on the desk in the office or contact the pastor. There is also a prayer box
with cards to use on the table under the mailboxes for prayer requests.

Offering envelopes are located and available on the table in the entry.
Please designate how you would like to have your offering used if for anything
other than general funds.

The Lord’s Supper, (offered on the 1% Sunday of the month) the Eucharist, or Holy
Communion is a means of God’s grace whereby the real presence of Christ is offered.
If you would rather receive a blessing instead of Holy Communion, please come
forward and cross your arms to your shoulders as indication of wanting a blessing.
All are welcome at the Lord's table.

We have Children’s Bulletins for those who wish to enhance the worship experience for
the kids. They can be found each week on the table with the regular Sunday Bulletins.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Newsletter, bulletin, and member information or changes may be sent to
ckwilson1983@gmail.com or immanuelcolfax@hotmail.com

This Week at Immanuel  g:00 am - Worship  10:00 am - Sunday School

Sunday, February 22, 2026 Sunday, March 1, 2026

WORSHIP LEADER: TBD

Lay Reader: Ty Harms

Greeters: Terry & Kay Bose

Ushers/Acolytes: Alec Harper, Zane Hoffman
Communion: Chad & Janelle Hoffman
Organist: Cindy Wilson

WORSHIP LEADER: TBD

Lay Reader: Karen Harms

Greeters: Eli & Katelyn Petersen
Ushers/Acolytes: Acer K., Rylee Kukuck
Communion: na

Organist: Cindy Wilson

Please include the following people in our prayers:
Lois Barker, Cheryl Poppe, Jeannie Weber, Bob & Nancy Lasser, Cindy Harris,
Rebecca Casson, Kris Barnett, Betty Petersen, Florence Schultz (Cindy Wilson’s mom)

Announcements

Starting this Wednesday, February 25t we will be hosting Soup Suppers at 6:00 pm
and Bible study after the meal. Sign-up sheets to provide soup can be found on the
kitchen counter.

LWR Quilts - There is a box in the parish hall of pre-cut packages of quilt squares that
can be sewn into quilt tops. Please use 1/2” seam, a tight/short stitch, and do not make
a cross pattern. We will be meeting on Tuesday, February 24th from 1:00-3:30 pm to tie
quilts together.

We would love to have some new faces join us! It’s easy and the company is great!
Please let Dee Winterland know if you plan to attend so if we need to cancel due to
weather or illness, she can let you know in advance.

March Newsletters will be published soon. Please send reports and information to
Cindy as soon as possible. She has a busy schedule for the next few weeks.




First Sunday in Lent

February 22, 2026

Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the basis
of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense preparation for
those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at
the heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. Hungry for God’s mercy,
we receive the bread of life to nourish us for the days ahead.

PRELUDE / ANNOUNCEMENTS

Gﬂfﬁeﬂ'iy ~ The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*Congregation may remain seated or stand as you are able

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the worship leader begins -

P:

C:
. Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.

VO OO VOO R

O 0

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.
Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

: ‘Gracious God,

: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

. For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God,

: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

: For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God,

: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

. For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit:

Gracious God,

: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
. For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living

water Christ offers: Gracious God,

: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
: For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing

and hope in the world: Gracious God,

: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
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P: For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call
to come forth to life: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of
God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of *F Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.

C: Amen.

GATHERING SONG O Lord, throughout These Forty Days ELW 319

*GREETING *Please stand as you are able
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages
within and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us
with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fali, raise us
again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen. Congregation may be seated.

READING Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-17 back of bulletin
Human beings were formed with great care, to be in relationship with the creator,
creation, and one another. The serpent’s promise to the first couple that their eyes
would be opened led, ironically, to the discovery only that they were naked.

After the reading ... L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 32
Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away!
Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, and in whose
spirit there is no guile!
While | held my tongue, my bones withered away, because of my groaning
all day long.

For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; my moisture was
dried up as in the heat of summer.
Then | acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. |said,
“I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” Then you forgave me
the guilt of my sin.
Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of
trouble; when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me
with shouts of deliverance.
“ will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;
1 will guide you with my eye.
Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; who must be
fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”
Great are the tribulations of the wicked; but mercy embraces those
who trust in the Lord.
Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; shout for joy, all who are
true of heart.

READING Romans 5:12-19 back of bulletin

Through Adam’s disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin and death, from
which we cannot free ourselves. In Christ’s obedient death, God graciously showers on
us the free gift of liberation and life.

After the reading ... L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW page 142
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: k of bulletin
*GOSPEL READING Matthew 4:1-11 back o

The Gospel is announced:
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. C: Glory toyou,
Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. A

Son of God, he endures the testing of the evil one.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

O Lord.
s the

After the reading: P: The Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation may be segted.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

MESSAGE
HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus, Still Lead On ELW 624
LW page 104
* APOSTLE’S CREED ELW pag
| believe in God, the Father al
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. o
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and was born of the virgin

Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. . .
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the commu'nlon of salrfts,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.

mighty, creator of heaven and earth.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
pP: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustaine !
world and its needs.  Each petition will conclude with:

P: Hearus, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

The prayers conclude:
p: Receive our prayers, O God, throug

C: Amen.

d by God's presence, let us pray for the

h Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.

*LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

WE GATHER OUR OFFERING

*OFFERING SONG  Please stand as you are able. ELW 186
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.

*OFFERING PRAYER

P: Let us pray... O God, maker of heaven and earth,

C: your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to
nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread
and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear
witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

é’enﬁﬁry ~ God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains

creation, 7+ bless you now and always.
C: Amen.

*HYMN A Mighty Fortress is Our God ELW 504

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Believe the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE




