Second Sunday of Easter

April 12, 2026

FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and
addressed [the crowd]:
2“Fellow Israelites, listen to what I have to say:
Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with
deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did
through him among you, as you yourselves know—
#this man, handed over to you according to the
definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you cru-
cified and killed by the hands of those outside the
law. #*But God raised him up, having released him
from the agony of death, because it was impossible
for him to be held in its power. *For David says
concerning him,
‘I saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand so that I will not be
shaken;
*therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue
rejoiced;
moreover, my flesh will live in hope.
*For you will not abandon my soul to Hades
or let your Holy One experience corruption.
%You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your
presence.’
29“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of
our ancestor David that he both died and was buried,
and his tomb is with us to this day. *Since he was a
prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath
to him that he would put one of his descendants on
his throne. *'Foreseeing this, David spoke of the res-
urrection of the Messiah, saying,
‘He was not abandoned to Hades,
nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
32“This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are
witnesses.”

Psalm 16

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:3-9

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead *and into an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heav-
en for you, "who are being protected by the power of

God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed
in the last time. °In this you rejoice, even if now for a
little while you have had to suffer various trials, 50
that the genuineness of your faith—being more pre-
cious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by
fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. #Although you
have not seen him, you love him, and even though
you do not see him now, you believe in him and re-
joice with an indescribable and glorious joy, *for you
are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation
of your souls.

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the
week, and the doors were locked where the disciples
were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. ?Jesus said
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so I send you.” #When he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. BIf you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

2But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. *So the
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But
he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in
his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails
and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

2°A week later his disciples were again in the house,
and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” ¥’ Then he said to Thomas, “Put
your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.”
#Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”
Tesus said to him, “Have you believed because you
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have come to believe.”

*"Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence
of his disciples that are not written in this book. *But
these are written so that you may continue to believe
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that
through believing you may have life in his name.

Next Sunday's Readings: Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4, 12-18; 1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35.
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Immanuel Lutheran Church

34606 E. 2450 N. Rd., Colfax, IL
(309)723-5091
immanuelcolfax@hotmail.com

Council President: Eli Petersen  815-848-2155 ejpetersend@gmail.com
Church Secretary: Cindy Wilson 309-825-4099  ckwilson1983@gmail.com

Our mission is to invite people to know Jesus Christ so that we may all share God’s love.

Welcome to Worship at Immanuel - We greet those who are visiting with us today
in the name of our risen Savior. We are gathered as a community of Christians.

Our center is Jesus Christ. We are here to know again the touch of his forgiving

and healing hand.

Prayer before Worship: On this glorious day, let us offer God our highest
accolades for raising Christ from his grave and making him our eternal Lord.
Help each of us, O Lord, to experience the same joy which the friends of Jesus
feit when meeting the risen Christ. Amen.

Prayer Requests: We welcome requests of prayers for our members, friends and
families throughout our communities and beyond. Anyone is welcome to leave a
note on the desk in the office or contact the pastor. There is also a prayer box
with cards to use on the table under the mailboxes for prayer requests.

Offering envelopes are located and available on the table in the entry. .
Please designate how you would like to have your offering used if for anything
other than general funds.

The Lord’s Supper, (offered on the 1% Sunday of the month) the Eucharist, or Holy
Communion is a means of God'’s grace whereby the real presence of Christ is offered.
If you would rather receive a blessing instead of Holy Communion, please come
forward and cross your arms to your shoulders as indication of wanting a blessing.
All are welcome at the Lord's table.

We have Children’s Bulletins for those who wish to enhance the worship experience for
the kids. They can be found each week on the table with the regular Sunday Bulletins.

Newsletter, bulletin, and member information or changes may be sent to
ckwilson1983@gmail.com or immanuelcolfax@hotmail.com

This Week at Tmmanuel ~ 9:00 am - Worship ~ 10:00 am - Sunday School

Sunday, April 12, 2026 Sunday, April 19, 2026

WORSHIP LEADER: TBD WORSHIP LEADER: TBD

Lay Reader: Tiffany Myers Lay Reader: Mike Petersen

Greeters: Elton & Spring Mau Greeters: Alan & Sabrina Petersen
Ushers/Acolytes: Rylee Kukuck, Kasen Casson  Ushers/Acolytes: Eli & Katelyn Petersen
Communion: na Communion: na

Organist: Cindy Wilson Organist: Kimberly Petersen

Please include the following people in our prayers:
Lois Barker, Cheryl Poppe, Jeannie Weber, Bob & Nancy Lasser, Cindy Harris,
Rebecca Casson, Kris Barnett, Betty Petersen, Florence Schultz (Cindy Wilson’s mom)

Announcements
Please join us on Sunday, April 26 as we welcome Pastor Michael Jones
to Immanuel. More details of the Installation Service and surrounding
events will be coming soon.

During the month of April we will be focusing on collecting items for Lutheran
World Relief Health Kits. Each week we are asking for only 1 item:
April 5 — One adult-size toothbrush in original package.
April 12 — One large, sturdy comb
April 19 — Bath-size bars of soap (2-3)
April 26 — One fingernail clipper
Please place your items in the collection box in the fellowship hall, and Thank You!

Quilters — we will be assembling and tying quilts on Tuesday, April 21* from 1:00 -
3:30 pm. Anyone who would like to learn more about quilts and the good work we
do is welcome to come. The time accumulated is donated to various charities and
matched by the Matthew 25 project. It's a great opportunity to make a difference in
communities through service hours.




Thank you to all those who supported the Luther League's
Car Wash Fundraiser! They raised $662 that will go towards
their mission trip expenses this June. Many of you have also
made donations to the group for their trip that are much
appreciated! There will be one more fundraiser held before
they embark to Indianapolis so be looking out for details on
that.

Thank you to everyone that filled Easter eggs, made treats,
and helped with the Easter Egg Hunt! The weather didn't
want to cooperate, but that didn't stop the fun from
happening. The kids were all smiles as they enjoyed an inside
egg hunt, crafts, cookies and cupcakes!

The Second é’um/ﬂy of Easter

April 12, 2026

In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them the gift of
peace. Even amid doubts and questions, we experience the resurrection in our Sunday
gathering around word and meal, and in our everyday lives. Throughout the coming
Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be from the Acts of the Apostles and the first
letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice in the
new birth and living hope we receive in baptism.

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

éﬂfﬁeﬁly ~ The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the worship leader begins -

L:
: Heis risen indeed! Alleluia!

. Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
: Amen.

. Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
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Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

. Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation:
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that
nourish us. Blessed are you.

: You guide us to springs of the water of life.
- Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down

barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.

: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us
a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

: Amen.
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GATHERING SONG That Easter Day with Joy was Bright ELW 384
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and
the hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and
receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

WOW[ ~ God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

READING Acts 2:144, 22-32 back of bulletin

After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to the
gathered crowd. He tells them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death according to God'’s
plan, was raised from the dead by God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, quoting Psalm 16:8-11,
to show that Jesus is the Messiah: though crucified, the risen Jesus is now enthroned.

After the reading ... L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 16
Protect me, O God, for | take refuge in you; | have said to the Lord,
“You are my Lord, my good above all other.”
All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, upon those who are
noble among the people.
But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles multiplied.
I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, never take their names
upon my lips.
O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold my lot.
My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, | have a rich inheritance.
| will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me night after night.
I have set the Lord always before me; because God is at my right hand,
I shall not be shaken.
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall rest in hope.
For you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy one see the pit.
You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy,
and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

\‘I

READING 1 Peter 1:3-9 back of bulletin
This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and
suffering because of their faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the
living hope we have through Christ’s resurrection even amid difficult circumstances
and surroundings.

After the reading . . . L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  {sung) ELW, page 142
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GOSPEL READING John 20:19-31 back of bulletin

The Gospel is announced:
L: The Holy Gospel according to John ...C: Glory to you, O Lord.

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and
the gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts
another visit from the Lord.

L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON

HYMN OF DAY Jesus Christ Is Risen Today ELW 365




CREED
L: We confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed,

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary

and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

if accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.
After each petition: L: Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

WE GATHER OUR OFFERINGS

*OFFERING SONG Please stand as you are able ELW 182

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.

*OFFERING PRAYER

L: Let us pray... Merciful God,

C: accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table
before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may
follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
L: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the

dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, F bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

HYMN Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia ELW 364

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

. . POSTLUDE
L: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
C: Amen. From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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