Sixth Sunday of Easter

May 10, 2026

FiRST READING: Acts 17:22-31
Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said,
“Athenians, I see how extremely spiritual you
are in every way. *For as I went through the city
and looked carefully at the objects of your wor-
ship, I found among them an altar with the in-
scription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore
you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you.
#*The God who made the world and everything
in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does
not live in shrines made by human hands, *nor is
he served by human hands, as though he needed
anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life
and breath and all things. **From one ancestor he
made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and
he allotted the times of their existence and the
boundaries of the places where they would live,
’s0 that they would search for God and perhaps
fumble abaut for him and find him—though
indeed he is not far from each one of us. *For
‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as
even some of your own poets have said,

‘For we, too, are his offspring.’
29“Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to
think that the deity is like gold or silver or stone,
an image formed by the art and imagination of
mortals. ¥While God has overlooked the times
of human ignorance, now he commands all peo-
ple everywhere to repent, *’because he has fixed
a day on which he will have the world judged in
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed,
and of this he has given assurance to all by rais-
ing him from the dead.”

Psalm 66:8-20

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22

Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is
good? “But even if you do suffer for doing what
is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they
fear, and do not be intimidated, *but in your
hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready

to make your defense to anyone who demands
from you an accounting for the hope that is
in you, '®yet do it with gentleness and respect.
Maintain a good conscience so that, when you
are maligned, those who abuse you for your good
conduct in Christ may be put to shame. ""For it
is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering
should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing
evil. "®For Christ also suffered for sins once for
all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order
to bring you to God. He was put to death in the
flesh but made alive in the spirit, "*in which also
he went and made a proclamation to the spirits
in prison, ®who in former times did not obey,
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah,
during the building of the ark, in which a few,
that is, eight lives, were saved through water.
#IAnd baptism, which this prefigured, now saves
you—not as a removal of dirt from the body
but as an appeal to God for a good conscience,
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, *who
has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of
God, with angels, authorities, and powers made
subject to him.

GOSPEL: John 14:15-21
[Jesus said to the disciples:] “If you love me, you
will keep my commandments. '°And I will ask the
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to
be with you forever. ""This is the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive because it nei-
ther sees him nor knows him. You know him be-
cause he abides with you, and he will be in you.
84T will not leave you orphaned; I am coming
to you. “In a little while the world will no longer
see me, but you will see me; because I live, you
also will live. 2On that day you will know that I
am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.
They who have my commandments and keep
them are those who love me, and those who love
me will be loved by my Father, and I will love
them and reveal myself to them.”

Next Sunday's Readings: Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11; John 17:1-11,
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Tmmanuel Lutheran Church

PO Box 415 34606 E. 2450 N.Rd.  Colfax, IL 61728
(309)723-5091 immanuelcolfax@hotmail.com

Pastor Michael Jones 309-357-3864 mikechrisl@gmail.com
Council President: Eli Petersen  815-848-2155 ejpetersend@gmail.com
Church Secretary: Cindy Wilson 309-825-4099  ckwilson1983@gmail.com

Our mission is to invite people to know Jesus Christ so that we may all share God’s love.

Welcome to Worship at Immanuel - Greetings and welcome to all! Families and
friends, visitors from far and near are all welcomed in the name of Christ. Let us
join with hearts and hands, bodies and spirits in worshiping the Creator of us all -
with rejoicing!

Prayer before Worship: Heavenly Father, help us to remember that we belong
to you. Touch us, heal us, bless us. Walk with us daily that we may have the
courage and faith to meet all life’s challenges. Amen.

Praver Requests: We welcome requests of prayers for our members, friends and
families throughout our communities and beyond. Anyone is welcome to leave a
note on the desk in the office or contact the pastor. There is also a prayer box
with cards to use on the table under the mailboxes for prayer requests.

Offering envelopes are located and available on the table in the entry.
Please designate how you would like to have your offering used if for anything
other than general funds.

The Lord’s Supper, the Eucharist, or Holy Communion is a means of God’s grace
whereby the real presence of Christ is offered (on the 1° Sunday of the month).

If you would rather receive a blessing instead of Holy Communion, please come
forward and cross your arms to your shoulders as indication of wanting a blessing.
All are welcome at the Lord's table.

We have Children’s Bulletins for those who wish to enhance the worship experience for
the kids. They can be found each week on the table with the regular Sunday Bulletins.

Newsletter, bulletin, and member information or changes may be sent to
ckwilson1983@gmail.com or immanuelcolfax@hotmail.com

This Week at Tmmanuel  g:00 am - Worship  10:00 am - Sunday School

Sunday, May 10, 2026 Sunday, May 17, 2026

WORSHIP LEADER: PASTOR MICHAEL JONES
Lay Reader: Lisa Winterland

Greeters: Kent & Rebecca Casson
Ushers/Acolytes: Kasen Casson, Ty Harms

WORSHIP LEADER: PASTOR MICHAEL JONES
Lay Reader: Amy Winterland

Greeters: Harlan Brucker, Sherri Ganske
Ushers/Acolytes: Elton & Spring Mau
Communion: na Communion: na

Organist: Kimberly Petersen

Organist: Cindy Wilson

Please include the following people in our prayers:
Lois Barker, Cheryl Poppe, Jeannie Weber, Bob & Nancy Lasser, Cindy Harris,
Rebecca Casson, Kris Barnett, Betty Petersen, Florence Schultz (Cindy Wilson’s mom)

Announcements

2026 Synod Assembly June 6, 9:00 a.m. via Zoom. The deadline to register for the 2026
Synod Assembly is coming up quickly — Friday, May 15. The cost is $25 per person. This
year's assembly will be held online via Zoom on Saturday, June 6, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. (with a break for lunch). A voter orientation session will be held on Thursday, May 28,

from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. via Zoom. _
The theme for this year’s assembly is “For the Work of Ministry,” based on Ephesians 4:1-16

and features Bible study led by Pastor Kristen Schmid, Assistant to the Bishop for
Transformational-Communities.

Quilters — we will be assembling and tying quilts on Tuesdays, May 12t and 19t
from 1:00 — 3:30 pm. Anyone who would like to learn more about quilts and the
good work we do is welcome to come.

The congregation is invited to celebrate with Alec Harper in honor of his High
School Graduation with an-Open House at the residence of Andrew and Stephanie
Harper: 35931 E 2100 North Rd, Colfax on Sunday May 17th from 4-8 PM.

The congregation is invited to celebrate Acer Kratochvil's high school graduation
with him and his family at an open house on Saturday, May 23 from 4:00-7:00 PM at
his home: 1865 N. 2050 East Rd., Fairbury.

If you or a family member is graduating from High school or beyond this spring, we invite you
to share the good news with the congregation so that we may acknowledge their
accomplishments.




The Sixth &m/ﬂy of Easter
May 10, 2026

Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to abide with
his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the
risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray
that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be the body of
the risen Christ in the world.

Sign-up sheets are available for VBS!
There are sheets for children who are
attending and helpers who are able to
make this the best week of their summer!
Save the dates of June 8 — 12 and stay
tuned for more information and volunteer PRELUDE
opportunities. ANNOUNCEMENTS

Gﬂfﬁeﬂry ~ The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  Please stand as you are able
All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the worship leader begins -

: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
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The Hope Center Baby Bottle Project is underway for 2026.

There is a bag of Baby Bottles on the Table in the Fellowship Hall and a flyer
explaining the project and options for donations other than loose change.
This fundraiser allows the Hope Center to assist and serve families of small
children. Your spare change can make a difference.
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: Heis risen indeed! Alleluia!
. Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.

. Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that

nourish us. Blessed are you.

: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

. Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our
journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.

: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down

barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.

: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

. Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us
a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

: Amen.

The congregation may be seated




CANTICLE OF PRAISE Glory to God ELW page 139
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in
heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children,
and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen.
The congregation may be seated

WOM/: ~ God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

READING Acts 17:22-31 back of bulletin

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of
either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship

is the true Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom

God has raised from the dead.
After the reading . .. L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 66:8-20
Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard.
Our God has kept us among the living and has not allowed our feet to slip.
For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us just as silver is tried.
You brought us into the net; you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water,
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.
I will enter your house with burnt offerings and will pay you my vows -
Those that | promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth
when | was in trouble.
I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams;
| will give you oxen and goats.
Come and listen, all you who believe, and | will tell you what God has done for me.
| called out to God with my mouth, and praised the Lord with my tongue.
If | had cherished evil in my heart, the Lord would not have heard me;
But in truth God has heard me and has attended to the sound of my prayer.
Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, nor withheld unfailing love
from me.

READING 1 Peter 3:13-22 back of bulletin

The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of
defamation and persecution. In baptism we are made clean to act in accordance

with what is right.
After the reading . . . L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW, page 142
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GOSPEL READING John 14:15-21 back of bulletin

The Gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to John ... C: Glory to you, O Lord.

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his
commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever.

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may be seated

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON Pastor Michael Jones

HYMN OF DAY Holy Spirit, Truth Divine ELW 398




CREED Please stand as you are able WE GATHER OUR OFFERINGS

P: We confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed, *OFFERING SONG _ Please stand as you are able ELW 186
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. *OFFERING PRAYER
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, P: Let us pray... Merciful God,

C: accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table
before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may
follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

.On the third day. he rose a'galn LORD’S PRAYER

n accordancc? with the scriptures; P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

he afcended into heaven C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and his kingdom will have no end. and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, &971&6@ ~ God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

BLESSING
P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of

the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ' bless you now and forever.

and the life of the world to come. Amen. C: Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION HYMN We Know that Christ is Raised ELW 449

P: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken DISMISSAL

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. P: Goin peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!

After each petition: P: Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good POSTLUDE

news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
C: Amen. From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

The congregation may be seated .




