Seventh Sunday of Easter

May 17, 2026

FIRST READING: Acts 1:6-14

When [the apostles] had come together, they
asked [Jesus,] “Lord, is this the time when you
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” "He replied,
“It is not for you to know the times or periods
that the Father has set by his own authority. *But
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.” "When he had said this, as they
were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took
him out of their sight. ""While he was going and
they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two
men in white robes stood by them. '"They said,
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up to-
ward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up
from you into heaven, will come in the same way
as you saw him go into heaven.”

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the
mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a
Sabbath day’s journey away. »When they had en-
tered the city, they went to the room upstairs where
they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the
Zealot, and Judas son of James. "All these were
constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together
with certain women, including Mary the mother
of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal
that is taking place among you to test you, as
though something strange were happening to you.
YBut rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s suf-
ferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for
joy when his glory is revealed. "If you are reviled
for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because
the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is
resting on you.

“SHumble yourselves, therefore, under the
mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in
due time. "Cast all your anxiety on him, because
he cares for you. ®Discipline yourselves; keep alert.
Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls
around, looking for someone to devour. 9Resist
him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that
your brothers and sisters in all the world are un-
dergoing the same kinds of suffering. '?And after
you have suffered for a little while, the God of all
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in
Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen,
and establish you. ""To him be the power forever
and ever. Amen.

GOSPEL: John 17:1-11

After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disci-
ples,] he looked up to heaven and said, “Father,
the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the
Son may glorify you, since you have given him au-
thority over all people, to give eternal life to all
whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life,
that they may know you, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. *I glorified you
on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to
do. °So now, Father, glorify me in your own pres-
ence with the glory that I had in your presence
before the world existed.

5“T have made your name known to those whom
you gave me from the world. They were yours, and
you gave them to me, and they have kept your
word. "Now they know that everything you have
given me is from you, *for the words that you gave
to me I have given to them, and they have received
them and know in truth thatI came from you, and
they have believed that you sent me. °I am asking
on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the
world but on behalf of those whom you gave me,
because they are yours. YAl mine are yours, and
yours are mine, and I have been glorified in them.
"And now I am no longer in the world, but they
are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy
Father, protect them in your name that you have
given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”

Next Sunday’s Readings: Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21; John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-38.
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Tmmanuel Lutheran Church

PO Box 415 34606 E. 2450 N.Rd.  Colfax, IL 61728
(309)723-5091 immanuelcolfax@hotmail.com

Pastor Michael Jones 309-357-3864 mikechrisl@gmail.com
Council President: Eli Petersen  815-848-2155 ejpetersen4d@gmail.com
Church Secretary: Cindy Wilson 309-825-4099  ckwilson1983@gmail.com

Our mission is to invite people to know Jesus Christ so that we may all share God’s love.

Welcome to Worship at Immanuel - Greetings and welcome to alll Families and
friends, visitors from far and near are all welcomed in the name of Christ. Let us
join with hearts and hands, bodies and spirits in worshiping the Creator of us all -
with rejoicing!

Prayer before Worship: Heavenly Father, help us to remember that we belong
to you. Touch us, heal us, bless us. Walk with us daily that we may have the
courage and faith to meet all life’s challenges. Amen.

Prayer Requests: We welcome requests of prayers for our members, friends and
families throughout our communities and beyond. Anyone is welcome to leave a
note on the desk in the office or contact the pastor. There is also a prayer box
with cards to use on the table under the mailboxes for prayer requests.

Offering envelopes are located and available on the table in the entry.
Please designate how you would like to have your offering used if for anything
other than general funds.

The Lord’s Supper, the Eucharist, or Holy Communion is a means of God’s grace
whereby the real presence of Christ is offered (on the 1% Sunday of the month).

If you would rather receive a blessing instead of Holy Communion, please come
forward and cross your arms to your shoulders as indication of wanting a blessing.
All are welcome at the Lord's table.

We have Children’s Bulletins for those who wish to enhance the worship experience for
the kids. They can be found each week on the table with the regular Sunday Bulletins.

Newsletter, bulletin, and member information or changes may be sent to
ckwilson1983@gmail.com or immanuelcolfax@hotmail.com

This Week at Tmmanuel  g:00 am - Worship ~ 10:00 am - Sunday School

Sunday, May 17, 2026 Sunday, May 24, 2026

WORSHIP LEADER: PASTOR MICHAEL JONES

Lay Reader: Von Becker

Greeters: Norman & Karen Harms
Ushers/Acolytes: Harlan Brucker, Dan Harms
Communion: na

Organist: Cindy Wilson

WORSHIP LEADER: PASTOR MICHAEL JONES
Lay Reader: Lisa Winterland

Greeters: Kent & Rebecca Casson
Ushers/Acolytes: Kasen Casson, Ty Harms
Communion: na

QOrganist: Kimberly Petersen

Please include the following people in our prayers:
Lois Barker, Cheryl Poppe, Jeannie Weber, Bob & Nancy Lasser, Cindy Harris,
Rebecca Casson, Kris Barnett, Betty Petersen, Florence Schultz (Cindy Wilson’s mom)

Announcements

Today we will recognize the High School seniors from our congregation. We applaud their
accomplishments and pray for their future education or lifetime goals.

The congregation is invited to celebrate with Alec Harper in honor of his High School
Graduation with an Open House at the residence of Andrew and Stephanie Harper:
35931 E 2100 North Rd, Colfax on Sunday May 17th from 4-8 PM.

The congregation is invited to celebrate Acer Kratochvil's high school graduation with him
and his family at an open house on Saturday, May 23 from 4:00-7:00 PM at his home:
1865 N. 2050 East Rd., Fairbury.

Vacation Bible School will be Exploring the Nature of God at RainForest Falls Monday —
Friday, June 8-12 from 8:45 — 11:00 am. Sign up sheets for participating children, leaders,
and volunteer helpers can be found on the kitchen counter. Thank you to everyone!

Please mark your calendars for Sunday, July 12, 2026. On this day we have a formal
installation of Pastor Jones with Bishop Greg Busboom presiding for the service. A
reception and lunch will be served following the service. More details will be shared in
future newsletters and bulletins.

Quilters — we will be assembling and tying quilts on Tuesday, May 19" from 1:00 - 3:30
pm. Anyone who would like to learn more about quilts and the good work we do is welcome
to come. Also - We received a donation of quilting and craft supplies, but there are some
items we are unable to use. They are free for anyone who wants them and are in the parish
hall in the FREE boxes.
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Our church directory is a great
resource tool to get to know
our church family better!

Simply go to the App Store,
search for Instant Church
and download

Directory

the FREE app to begin.

You will use your email address
listed in the directory to
CREATE A LOGIN the first time
you use the directory app.

If you're not listed in the
directory, OR if you have
trouble logging into the app,
please contact the church
office.

@& AppStore

Vr\- Ca “.:k play

We have an online member directory that we will be
able to use on our computers and phones online or
with an app shown to the left.

We have basic information (names, addresses, and
phone numbers) from our church roster. In order for
members to log in to the App or access Online
Church Directory, we (Cindy, Marcia, and Erin) will
need you to provide us with the email address that
we will list in your family profile.

Because we do not want to include people who are
concerned about privacy at this time, we will only
enter email addresses for those who want to have
access.

Here are the steps we are following to give you
access to Immanuel’s Online Directory:

1. Confirmyour email address thatyou would like us
to use. Contact Marcia Buchs, Cindy Wilson or Erin
Ifft.

2. We will enter your email address and send you a
request for a photo generated by the directory with a
link to click that will take you to your profile. You get
to choose your favorite photo.

3. After you submit your information, we must
approve the submission to insure your security. You
can then download the App or the website
members.lnstantChurchDirectory.com

You will then be able to access your profile and all of
those who have already been included in the
Immanuel Online Directory. You can update your
photo or make other changes as often as you wish.
Editing can be done through the menu in the upper
corner of the App.

Forthose who do not use computers or smartphones
online, but still wish to be included, please contact
Cindy, Marcia, or Erin for assistance.

The Seventh &m&/@ of Easter
May 17, 2026

In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in the upper
room, waiting for the Spirit to transform the church around the world. In today’s gospel
Jesus prays for his followers and for their mission in his name. Amid religious, social, and
economic divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had with his Father. Made one in
baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the world, eager for the unity that God intends
for the whole human family.

PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR RECOGNITION

Gﬂfﬁeﬁry ~ The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  Please stand as you are able
All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the worship leader begins -

: Alleluia! Christ is risen!

C: Heisrisen indeed! Alleluia!

P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!

C: Amen.

P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that

nourish us. Blessed are you.

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our
journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down
barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us

a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,

now and forever. C: Amen.

The congregation may be seated
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GATHERING SONG

THE KYRIE

GREETING Please stand as you are able
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  C: And also with you.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.

Morning Has Broken ELW 556

ELW page 138

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Assisting minister
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Glory to God
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God's peo -ple on earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended

to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy,
that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen. The congregation may be seated

Word ~ God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

READING Acts 1:6-14 back of bulietin

Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the Spirit on
Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his disciples on the eve of his
ascension, in which he promises that they will receive the power of the Holy Spirit.

After the reading ... L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

s

PSALM Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35

Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; let those who hate God flee.
As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; as the wax melts
before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.

But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; let them also be merry

and joyful.
Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides the clouds;
| AM is that name, rejoice before God!

In your holy habitation, O God, you are a father to orphans, defender of widows;
You give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom;
but the rebels shall live in desert places.

O God, when you went forth before your people, when you marched

through the wilderness,
The earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God,

the God of Sinai, at the presence of God, the God of Israel.

You sent a bountiful rain, O God; you restored your inheritance when it languished.

Your people found their home in it; in your goodness, O God, you have
made provision for the poor.

Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord.
You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens;

you send forth your voice, your mighty voice.
5

Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies.
How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel,
giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God!

READING 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 back of bulletin

Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Nevertheless,
we are to resist the designs of evil when we experience disparagement from others
because we trust God’s grace will strengthen and guide us.

After the reading . . . L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW, page 142
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GOSPEL READING John 17:1-11 back of bulletin

The Gospel is announced:
P: The Holy Gospel according to John ...

On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that those who
continue his work in this world will live in unity.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may be seated
CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON Pastor Michael Jones

HYMN OF DAY Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song ELW 403

6




CREED  -Please stand as you are able
P: We confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed,
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
- eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, -
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

w

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.
After each petition: P: Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

C: Amen.

The congregation may be seated

WE GATHER OUR OFFERINGS

*OFEERING SONG  Please stand as you are able ELW 186

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.

*OFFERING PRAYER

P: Let us pray... Merciful God,

C: accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table
before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may
follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Semﬁry ~ God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of

the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

HYMN Thine the Amen ELW 826

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE
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